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RVNAhealth’s Keri Linardi wins 2022 Judith Hriceniak Award for 
Excellence in Nursing Leadership 

Prestigious annual tribute is awarded by the Connecticut Association  
of Healthcare at Home (CAHCH) 

 

Keri Linardi, RN, BSN, PHN, CHPCA, Chief Clinical Officer of RVNAhealth was awarded the 2022 
Judith Hriceniak Award for Excellence in Nursing Leadership on Thursday, November 3rd by the 
Connecticut Association for Healthcare at Home (CAHCH). The annual award, CAHCH’s highest 
honor, was presented at their annual conference in Hartford, and recognizes a nursing leader 
who is a visionary role model in the development and implementation of innovative projects 
that positively affect the ever-changing home care environment. Linardi was nominated by her 
RVNAhealth team.   

Tracy Wodatch, President and CEO of CAHCH presented the award, sharing elements and 
excerpts from the nomination, which highlighted Linardi’s leadership and visionary thinking. 
Included in the nomination were the following words from Theresa Santoro, MSN, RN, CHCA, 
RVNAhealth President and CEO, and 2020 winner of the same award, reflecting the 
organization’s admiration for Linardi: 

Keri Linardi is a true visionary in the field of home health and hospice. Throughout her 
nursing leadership career and since joining RVNAhealth, Keri has challenged the status 
quo and set out to mentor and educate clinical management and staff. Her unwavering 
"patients over paperwork" mentality, ability to look at processes globally to maximize 
efficiencies, commitment to quality, and dedication to inspiring her staff by leading 
through example makes her an outstanding representative of this award.  

Since joining RVNAhealth in 2018, Keri has greatly expanded the agency’s suite of 
services, including a palliative care program to support symptom management in all 
phases of disease progression, and a robust hospice program whose census has 
increased fivefold since its inception four years ago. Her accomplishments, set on the 
backdrop of a global pandemic and our merger with Bethel VNA and New Milford 
Visiting Nurse and Hospice, and you are reminded of what this nursing leader is capable 
of. Her knowledge of our industry and her leadership style has been transformative to 
our entire organization. 
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Linardi, who accepted the award alongside members of her family, expressed her appreciation. 
“I am extremely humbled to receive such a prestigious award, and to have been nominated by 
my team, without whom, none of our accomplishments here at RVNAHealth would be possible.  
It is very fulfilling to work for an agency that embraces vision and change and a continuum of 
care. I am extremely lucky.” 

The Judith Hriceniak Award for Excellence in Nursing Leadership is named for Dr. Judith 
Hriceniak (1938-2000), who began her career as a registered nurse and director of Home Care 
Services at Bristol Hospital in Connecticut and went on to become an acclaimed champion and 
advocate of nursing education, serving as a mentor and role model, and receiving broad 
recognition for her achievements and contributions.   

#   #   # 

 

About RVNAhealth 
RVNAhealth is a private, nonprofit, Medicare-certified organization that provides exceptional 
home and community health care services, supports public health and safety, and has 
promoted the highest quality of life for over 100 years.  

RVNAhealth’s services are categorized into four WELLs —including BeWELL: Services to Keep 
You Healthy; GetWELL: Services to Recover Your Best Health; StayingWELL: Services to Remain 
Safely in Your Home; and ComfortWELL; Hospice Care to Provide Comfort and Peace. The 
WELLs represent our continuum of care that serves individuals across a lifetime. Services 
include wellness and prevention, home health, hospice, rehabilitation, community health, and 
skilled nursing, among others.   

During RVNAhealth’s century of care, our name, services, and reach have evolved to meet the 
care and wellness needs of all those we serve, yet our focus on excellent care, quality and 
safety, and our guiding philosophy have remained steadfast – the individuals and patients we 
care for come first. 

 


